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Lexile® range and Renaissance Learning’s ZPD range? 
 

 

 

For more information on Lexile measures, visit www.Lexile.com. 
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Both the Lexile range and Renaissance Learning’s Zone of Proximal Development (ZPD) range are based on the premise 
that students can optimize their reading growth if they read books at a level that is appropriately challenging. The 
books should be challenging enough so that new learning occurs (e.g., the student encounters some new vocabulary), 
but not too difficult that students get frustrated and give up. However, the actual recommended reading ranges for the 
two systems are quite different. 
 
A student’s Lexile range is the suggested range of Lexile measures between which the reader should be reading. The 
Lexile range of a reader is from 100L below to 50L above his or her Lexile measure. For example, a student with a Lexile 
measure of 750L is encouraged to select books with Lexile measures between 650L and 800L. This recommended Lexile 
range of -100L to +50L does not change according to the student’s Lexile measure, which helps to ensure that students 
at all levels are reading books at an appropriate level of complexity. Of course, students should never be discouraged 
from reading a book based on its Lexile measure alone. Reading books outside of the recommended Lexile range is fine, 
but these books may pose extra challenge or be less challenging than those within the recommended Lexile range.   
 
Renaissance Learning’s ZPD ranges are found on the company’s goal-setting chart and vary according to the student’s 
reading level. For example, the ZPD range of a student at the grade equivalent of 5.0 is 3.4 to 5.4, a range that spans 
two grade levels. The ZPD range of a student at a reading level of 12.0 is 4.9 to 12.0, a range that spans seven grade 
levels. Students who select books along this full range may not be presented with enough challenging material to 
encourage reading growth. 
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