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EXPLAINER FOR PARENTS
What is a Lexile® or Quantile®
measure?
A Lexile measure describes both
a student’s reading ability and the
text complexity of a book or article.
Similar to Lexile measures, Quantile
measures match students with
instructional materials by measuring
the math ability of a student and
the difficulty of math materials they
encounter on the same scale.

Choosing materials that match a
student’s level (Lexile or Quantile
measure) fuels learning and growth by
providing an ideal level of challenge
that maintains comprehension while
avoiding frustration.

LEXILE TEXT MEASURE

ADVANCED

1300L
TO BE COLLEGE- AND
CAREER-READY

1300L

1140L
COLD MOUNTAIN

1100L

LEXILE READING MEASURE

1200L
1000L

950L
BUD, NOT BUDDY

900L

“THESE BOOKS ARE TARGETED
TO MY READING ABILITY.”

The BFG 720L
Charlotte’s Web 680L
Twister on Tuesday 570L

800L

700L
600L
500L

“MY LEXILE MEASURE
IS 670L AND MY LEXILE
READING RANGE IS FROM
570L TO 720L.”

400L
240L
ARE YOU MY MOTHER?
140L
ARE YOU READY
TO PLAY OUTSIDE?

300L
200L
100L
0L
BR100L

Beginning Reader (BR) is a code
given to readers and texts that are
below 0L on the Lexile scale.

BR200L
BEGINNER

Lexile Scale

How does your child receive a Lexile or Quantile measure?

More than a dozen departments of education report Lexile and Quantile measures on their end-of-grade
assessments. Lexile and Quantile measures are also used in over 75 other learning assessments and programs.

How are Lexile & Quantile
measures used?

Lexile and Quantile measures are actionable
metrics used to:
Help connect students with learning
resources that will accelerate growth.
Monitor growth year-to-year and
across assessments (or tests).

EXPLAINER FOR PARENTS
What can you do
to help your child
perform their best?
MOTIVATION
MATTERS
Motivation, such as praise
and encouragement from a
parent affects performance.
Students perform better
and see less variation in
their test scores when:
• They feel competent.
• They see a direct link
between their actions
and an outcome.

PREPARING
FOR THE TEST
• Help your child get a good
night’s sleep before the
test.
• Make sure your child eats
a healthy breakfast the
morning before the test.
• Talk to your child about
the importance of doing
their best on a test so that
you and their teachers can
see what they know and
have learned.

What causes fluctuations in test scores?
It’s normal to see a child’s test scores go up and down. Test
scores offer an estimate of a student’s ability. It’s but one data
point at one moment in time and susceptible to a host of
factors that impact test performance. It’s unlikely a child will
score the same on two assessments, even if they were taken
just days apart. Just as measurements like weight and blood
pressure can fluctuate based on the circumstances under
which they’re measured, so too can test scores.
Outside factors, like if the child had a good night’s sleep or ate
a healthy breakfast, can affect performance. Other factors like
the type of test and how it is given can influence performance
as well. And Lexile and Quantile measures are available from
more than 75 assessments, so you might encounter fluctuation
in test scores across different assessments.

What are the typical Lexile and Quantile
measures by grade levels?
• To see how your child’s reading ability compares to other
students in the same grade, visit hub.lexile.com/lexile-gradelevel-charts.
• To see how your child’s math ability compares to other
students in the same grade, visit hub.lexile.com/quantilegrade-level-charts.

Want to learn more
about Lexile measures?

Want to learn more about
Quantile measures?

VISIT LEXILE.COM

VISIT QUANTILES.COM
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